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А Commentary By Vince Russo 








DISCLAIMER: THE VIEWS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS COLUMN ARE SOLELY THOSE OF VINCE RUSSO, AND 
NOT NECESSARILY SHARED BY THOSE REPRESENTING THE WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION AND TITAN SPORTS. 


THAT'S THE ETERNAL QUESTION. 

Who decides what's right... and what's wrong? Who 
decides what's acceptable... or... unacceptable. Who decides 
if we can... or... can't? Simple question. I just want somebody 
to answer it for me. What? What's so difficult? Everybody's 
always strappin" us with dos and don'ts. 1 just want to 
know who's responsible for this shit!!! I'm not. Hell 
Anything goes with me. If it's LEGAL—yes you can!!! 
Tllegal—draw the line. Real simple, isn't it? If it is, then 
why do so many wannabe authorities have certain objects 
caught up their tokuses?!!! 

The Conscience Police—those with nothin’ better to do 
than to serve as our consciences—to dictate to us right from 
‘wrong. And И seems that the Conscience Police only slap the 
cherry on top of the squad car when it comes to that 

'ereative envelope". Perhaps the two words that the C.P. 
dread most. You see, in their law the main commandment 
is CREATIVITY UNACCEPTABLE. Follow "the rulz"— 
stick to the “rulz”. Don't stray. The envelope is fine just 
where it is—no pushin’ allowed. And just in case you 
attempt to push... WE'LL NAIL YOUR ASS!!! Just ask 
Howard Stem—Public Enemy #1 on the Conscience Police's 
Most Wanted List 

1 don't know this for a fact, but I hold the Conscience 
Police responsible for determining that the middle finger 
is an obscene gesture. Think about it. Thumbs up—good. 
#1—good, Peace sign—good. I love you (thumb, index 
finger, pinky)—good. Even placing horns (index finger 
and pinky) behind somebody else's head is acceptable. 
But you put up that “middle” finger and you're being 
marched right down to the principal's office. Why is that? 
Who decided that? And with that... who decided on the 
"curse" words? Funk—good. but change that n to а c and 
somebody's getting" their mouth washed out with 
soap!!! Who's the "clue-prit"? I'm tellin’ ya—IT'S THE 
DAMN CONSCIENCE POLICE!!! 

Bad boyz, bad boyz, whatcha gonna do—whatcha 
‘gonna do when they come for you? 

And I knew they were comin’. I guaranteed that the 
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Conscience Police were gonna be in full force. When 
the Man from the Dark Side lashed Stone Cold Steve 
Austin to a larger-than-life statue of the Undertaker's 
symbol—somebody was gonna pay!!! You see, in the eyes 
of the Conscience Police this was a full-fledged CRUCIFIX- 
ТОМ!!! Oh, believe me—they know a crucifixion when 
they see it. Tie a man to an Undertaker symbol and you've 
got a Conscience Police felony. This was gonna be a sad, sad 
day in the history of the World Wrestling Federation. 

TWO WORDS: EAT ME!!! 

CRUCIFY—TO PUT TO DEATH BY NAILING TO 
ACROSS AND LEAVING TO DIE. 

Thank you, Daniel Webster. Now, the way I saw it 
there was no execution, there was no nailing, there was no 
"cross and there was no death. Therefore, NO CRUCIFIXION, 
However, even if it was a simulated “crucifixion”, for 
argument's sake—SO WHAT?! Who made that taboo? 
History records that a man—an EXTREMELY important 
man. according to theologians—died on а cross. History 
also documents that a ship called the Titanic went down 
several years ago, killing many people. Now, why is one 
topic considered forbidden and the other isn't? Is it because 
religion is involved? Who decided that? Now, I'm as religious 
as the next guy, but if I sinned for going to sce Jesus Christ 
Superstar on Broadway then 1 apologize!!! We all have 
‘our own beliefs, and those beliefs should be precisely that— 
OUR OWN. Don't dictate what is unacceptable just because 
it may not be acceptable to you. If you don't like something 
оп television, it's real simple—change the channel. Watch 
something else. But don't get in my way. Don't deprive me 
оГ being open to creativity. Don't deny me the opportunity 
10 open my mind and explore. Don't stunt my damn growth! 
If anyone decides for me—or my kidz—it’s gonna be me!!! 

So, then—WHO DECIDES? The answer is simple— 
YOU do. Once you start letting other people influence you 
you lose your freedom. You lose your individuality. You lose 
the right to be you. You lose the right to hold your middle 
finger high and proud in the face of the Conscience Police. 

Later. wm 
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b business scenes! THE 


Hs GODFATHER knows tht someone ls ting to move 








à 
№ 
з A 
J E 1 > 
“ 3 








Once a BITCH... 

1 no one should be surprised by TERRI RUNNELS. 
Her actions of late have many wondering what will be next 
I, the INFORMER, am telling you not to be FOOLED 
BY APPEARANCES! Things may not truly be as they 
ppear! Both MEN AND WOMEN could wind up being 
SCREWED" by this WOULD BE VICTIM: 





Kane's Life Comes Full Circle? 

There is someone from KANE'S CHILDHOOD we never 
heard about! App this OLD FRIEND has tried 
contact the BIG RED MACHINE wit 
However, 1, the INFORMER, intercepted а card left by this 
FORGOTTEN MEMORY and it read “COME HOME 
with the initials B.L 














bottom! Stay tuned! 





First, Wedding Bells... Next, LOVE CHILD? 

If the rumors are true, TOO SEXY and TOO HOT w 
be a THREESOME before long! I, the INFORMER 
IAN and SCOTT 
contacting ADOPTION AGENCIES about the possibility 











have heard that B 





of adding another member to their "family"! Because of 
their busy schedules, TOO MUCH will allegedly look for an 
OLDER CHILD! 





The End is Near? 

With clouds swirling around the World Wrestlin 
thanks to the MINISTRY OF DARKNESS, you have to 
wonder when the DAY OF RECKONING will arrive 
1, the INFORMER, am predicting th 
will be a WAR BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL which will 
unfortunately have MANY CASUALTIES! 
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Letters То The Editor: 


Letter 
Dear Editor 

1 just finished reading the Decemb 
of RAW M, Thay 
Jim Ross’ "R 





problem. I 





1 think that one 
his statements is a little off track. Н 
says that Al Snow is givin 
headaches, but I think Al is one of the 
best athletes enter the W 


Wrestling Federati 





along with Snow, or was maybe insu 





ed by Al when he was Leif C 
that's no reason to say that about him 
the column. I'd like to 
ive А 
some time, because before long “th 


advice: he should а 





will be one of the hottest superstar 
in the sport! 
Alex Reynos 


New Jersey 


E-mail 
Dear Editor, 
Thank you for doing an 
X-Pac in the Dec 
RAW Magazine 


The article w 

interesting not just for the facts, bu 
for all the things he's been through in 
life. 1 think it's great when you guys 


take a "behin 





cenes" look 
and then, I was there at Sacrament 
Calif 
Eur 





pean title and the crowd was 


roaring after the match. If I may make 








would be great to see input 





тап himself. The photos in the article 
were also incredible 


and Rich Fre 


raphers! Female fans like me enjoy 


ım Buchanai 


reat pl 
variety, and it was ni 
‘Lorie 








Call the World Wrestling Federation 
‘Superstar Line at 


1-900-737-40v0 F 


Call the Canadian Superstar Line at: 
1-900-561-0931 
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Letter 
Dear Editor 

1 know what everyone is thinking about 
Shawn Michaels... that he’s a "sell-out. 
Well, I have a couple of things to 





and 1 don't think my 
omments will be ar with the 
wn Micha 


> рор 
public. S s is NOT a sell. 
nder a year everyone 
was wondering what would happen 

me back. Would he still 
be in DX? Well, I think the answer was 
X-Pac was for 
fan of DX. 





both the original and the new one. I 
HHH made 
ped Shawn from the group. 


think th a big mistake 





after WrestleMania XIV. ННН and the 
rest of DX paid for that. Personally 
if I were Shawn I would have done 
the same thing 

Р 
Fort Hood, Tex 











E-mail 
Dear Editor 

1 don't think it’s fair that p 
Mr. MeMahon in arenas all over th 





country. Don't the people realize that 
Vince single-handedly took plain old 





entertainment? And whatever Vince 
does, he always makes it clear he 
doing it for the people. What does that 


get him 





Asshole! Asshole!” He doesn't deserve 
that type of treatment from anybody 
۷ 


fans will realize their err 





dan, keep up the good work! The 





someday 
Vinny Alfano 


Lhalfano@snet.net 


E-mail 
Dear Editor 

In the December issue of RAW 
Magazine, 1 read an article called 
48 Hours With The Texas 


Rattlesnake”. I must say I'm glad you 





tuys show how the superstars prepar 
for a live event, and it gives the fans a 
hance to see what goes on behind the 
scenes in their lives. The pictor 


just goes to sh 











Even a guy like Stone Cold Steve 
Austin is human on the road 
What it does show, however, is that the 
superstars who succeed living on the 


road have a true love of the sport 





Nelson Torres 


Insanewrestling @ hotmail.com 
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: "Take a deep-breath, you fat bastard!" 
¿Stone Cold 
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It all started as 
far back as the dawn of 
humanity—man was 
always considered the 
more aggressive sex. In 
many cultures, acquiring 
more than one wife was 
commonplace. Marriages 
were prearranged and 
women had little or no 
choice in who they wed. 
Considered mere servant 
of their husbands, 
women waited hand and 
foot on their spouses. 
Even into the 1950s, the 
portrait of the perfect 
American family was the 
husband who “brought 
home the bacon” and the 
wife who cooked and 
cleaned house. 


TODAY, IN MOST modern countri 
that picture has changed. Th 
in large part t 

the Women's Liberation т 

of the 1960s and 70s, men 
themselves in a much different 
Women have 

aspect 

thumb 


and thanks to 


line the era of the "radical chick 


has been revived in the World Wrestling 
F 


As the saying 
fury like a woman s 

Val Veni 

ound this Out firsthand, as Теги 








| 











femmes fatales found а common bond 
had 
aly are they out to 


in their disdain for the men whi 
cast them aside. Not 
prove that they don't need men to be 


successful, they're willing to tak 





men have if necesar 


First Wives Clu 


everything 
In the movie 7 





Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn and Dian 
Keaton portrayed spouses who helped 
their husbands build successfu 
businesses. All three w 'ntuall; 








sexier “trophy” wives. So, the three 


women devised a diabolical plot 





get retribution by bringing their exs 
to their knees. 
Together 


Terri and Jacqueline 


and Мег 
1 blows, 





After bringing Gokdu 





with the unkind thes: 











With confidence brimming, they 
treated themselves to makeovers and 
expensive dresses. It became “Ladies 


Night Out” each week on RAW, and 


male superstars were put on notice that 





Terri and Jacqueline would hit "em 
Where it hurts. 
In recent years, certain events have 


prompted women to take a stand against 











men. For example, musical rapper 
Queen Latifah fought violence against 
‘women which sparked a movement in 
the industry. In her hit song UN.LTY 
Latifah called for unity among women. 
and advised her fans to fight back 
against male rappers who label women 


itches” or “hos” in their music 
a bitch? 


A revolution that 


Who you callin’ became 
a feminist battle cry 


pened new doors for talented women 





ippers began. 
Terri and Jacqueline's cause could 





potentially do the same. 





time in Federation history, women 


are takin 





ıg a united stand against their 
male counterparts —and winning. Could 
their philosophy rub off on other female 
superstars, such as Sable, Chyna and 


Debra McMichael? Less than a decade 








ago, women in the wrestling busine 





were labeled "valets" and offered up as 


њ eaw magazine 





distraction to opponents or eye candy 


for the fans. Debra, C 





упа and in partic 
ular Sable shattered such a glass ceilin 


d i 





If Terri an 





4 Jacque 





it might topple 





even th male faction, T 
c c 

Another example—as extreme as it 
may have been—was the retribution 





Lorena Bobbit inflicte 
John Wayne Bobbit. Af 


on her husband 


severing his 








manhood, millions of women applaud- 
d Lorena for her action. While the in 
evitable jokes that followed made many 








теп cringe, they also strike new fear 
in th 10, As despicable as her 
actions may have been, Lorena inspired 
a new generation of women to resist 


Women 











Today, women are risin 


up the 
ranks of the sport in strides once 
considered unimaginable. Blending 


Debra, Chyna 





an't be pushed around. If not for 


DX 


track long ago. Sable h 


Суп: might have strayed off th 





the most influential women in the sport 
a мема 


dd Wrestling Federation 


furt 
the Wi 


and wife of owner Vince McMahon: 








ne of the most influential women 





business and a perfect example 


f how far women have come... and 





how far they can 





In a way, Terri and Jacqueline have 





become pioneers in sports-entertain 





ment. In a predominantly male industry 





they are among the first to assert their 





power over those who've held them 








back. Their actions may seem inciteful 
but show that they're not afraid to fight 
back. After all, Gloria Steinem went 












through the same battles 30 years a 


and today is considered an ic 





women’s liberation. If other women 


athletes join Terri and Jacqueline’s 





cause, perhaps one day male supersta 








radical chicks”. а 
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Could de - -= 





eam Corporate? 





By Dennis Pee Bt 02€ 


Ego is a powerful force and it can destroy many 
types of relationships, from boyfriend/girlfriend to 
major corporate mergers. Shane and Mr. McMahon 
are assembling a very powerful troop of superstars 

in the World Wrestling Federation. Can all these 

individual personalities and egos co-exist? 











WHAT A STRANGE ( 
comprise—The Rock 
Man. Ken Shamrock and $ 
Michaels, plus Mr. McMahon, Shan 
McMahon 
Patterson, B 
These are m 
have hung out t 
The Rock and the Big Boss M. 
about as much їп common a 
ter and Shawn Micha 
h is absolutely NOTHING! 
So, why ARE th th 
words; "MONEY", "MORE MONEY 
and "POWER". Mr. McMahon mad. 


(Above) Can Ken Shamrock trust a 
superstar who once tried to beat 
his brains in with a nightstick? 
(Right) Money puts a smile on 
The Rock's face, but what if Mr. 
McMahon misses a payment. 


п ram wasanmi 





(Left) What if the Boss Man and 
Shamrock become jealous of the 
attention received by the Corporate 
Champion? (Below) The Rock is 
clearly the centerpiece of Team 
Corporate. 


Wrestl 
Sha 





Some say that the combination of The Rock and the Heartbreak Kid is a 


I superst I be loyal powder keg ready to explode. Would Commissioner Michaels tolerate The Rock 
things th н telling him to “ 


This brin 
Can all of th 
in Team С 
last year whe Mi 


iduals n 
McMahon 
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When Rasslin’ 
Turned : 
Hollywood 


It may never be the same... 
The view has changed. 
Now the camera takes us where the 

viewer has never been before. 

Not everyone can see it, however. 

To enjoy the view, you have to open 

up your mind... 





mun im т 








(Clockwise from left) Thanks to some 
Hollywood magic the arena is no longer a 
boundary for the Federation. The 
AustiUndertaker battle was intensified 
by the trip to the morgue and Mark Henry 
added new dimension to his persona on 
his date with Chyna. From the antics of 
the Blue Blazer to Kane's inferno fans are 
left wondering how it's done! 





























the question o les can The World Wrestling Federati 
he told in a wrest na There pioneered sports-entertainment 
re a fini f matchups and — with the inclusion of Hollywood ma 
J match stories. In my opinion olutionize it again, with 
haunted the supply. By tak tition 
ing the superstars and their conflicts ou y" companies will produce 
of the confines of the arena. we now Plan 9 From Outer Space, while the 
1 ries tobe retold in an arena World Wrestling Federation will 
down the line. Break the "rasslin'" — produce Star W 
mentality and the n For those who don't get it, ther 
Tell me that the Austin/l Y a match at a high ym in 
sud wasn’t intensified by the horrify- — front of 300 people our name 
отпеу to th we as Stone сви 
Cold ду esla site! Ты Ticket, please. The theater i 
Cameraman, follow me!" Ugh!... F mera captured th and the fan g to be filling up fast tonight 
decades, the camera was an intruder — have hu v а 1 r showing of the World 
in wrestling, Now the World Wrestling confront x Wrestling Federation... i 
Federation will use it as a wind: 
To those who "get "باذ‎ the possibiliti 


are endless. Those who don't wil 
missing out on the fun. 





Those people who 
same ones who say that Superm: 
can't really fly. Right? Not necessaril 
The ones who don't get it feel th 
asslin’ is sacred. Guess what? Th 
wrestling business has been so expose 
hat my 8-year-old cousin kn 

what the real deal is. I believe Vi 

MeMahon wants the fans to agair 
ask, "How did they do that?” Thanks 


10 some Hollyw 








pening and it will continue to happen 


1 believe that part of what init 





this ground-breaking concept is simply 


munie s 
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When Jesse retired from the ring to do 
color commentary in the 1980s, he 
often wore outlandish suits, feather 


boas and slit sunglasses. 


WE SHOCKED THE WORLD! 
Ventu 
supporters. But I was less surprised 
th 
Ventura write 





most, For seve 





column in the World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine, and 1 knew that 
he deeply understood the rules of 
nd how to make them work 








America 





for him. 


During his wrestling heyday, Jesse 
“The Body” Ventura accumulated a 
‘substantial fan following because of 
his eccentric ways. 





ed with the 
late Adrian Adonis, letting the gifted 
performer do the bulk of the grappling. 
while Jesse dazzled the crowd with his 


As a wrestler he te 











isma. As an announcer on World 


Wrestling Federation broadcasts. 





y along. 
both 


by taunting 


Ventura did color com 








side Vince McMahon, titillatin 
the fans—and himself 
the owner of the company on the ай. 
When Jesse became а commentator for 


rival WCW and found himself at odds 








accepted a deal where he stayed home 
but got paid anyway, 





Even bef 
looking at 


re the real James Janos, 








map of California, 
decided 10 launch his wrestling career 
with a name inspired by the city 
of Ventura, Jesse had developed the 


self-confidence he'd need later оп as 








an elite Navy SEAL in Vietnam, 

1 was a midwestern boy who 
wanted to stop Communism,” he 
told me in 1985. "I 
combat and did a lot of clandestine, 
1 don't 
like to give too many details about 
that period of my life, What I did is 
between me and God. 





earned guerrilla 


behind-the-scenes stuff 


тиштөө з 


(Above) Ventura achieved his superstar 

status in the Federation by battling 

‘such stars as Tony Garea. (Right) After 

Jesse retired from the ring for medical 

reasons, some say another Californian 
‘acquired” his persona. 


He m: 
Wichita, 


disqualification f 


de his wrestling debut i 
Kansas, in 1975, саті 
Y tossing Omar Atlas 





over the top rope. With 21-inch bice 





rm 














and a 51 est 
penchant " 
qui 
Wre a 
m of Jim Bi 
Gagne “The High С 
Minneapolis and St. Р: 
Land П, E 











American 
AWA). He 
Flier 








was asked to introduce the Rolling 
Stones at the St. Paul Civic Center in 
378. Jesse took the stage and riled th 





words: "Good 





4 with four simple 
ening, Turkey Т 
But it was in the World Wrestling 
Federation 


that Ventura achieved his 


'eatest celebrity, challenging Bob 
Backlund for the championship and 
feuding with future Hall of Famer 


Ivan Putski in the early 1980s, When 
Hulk H 





a was quickly touted as a top 
tender. Afterall, both he and Hogan 
were high-energy bodybuilders with 
ust the right amount of flamboyance 





And the World Wrestlin 


put of commission. 
Federation, 


nizing Ventura’s strong verbal 





kill 





put him on the air—both as a 
and host of an inter 
jew segment с The Body Shop. 





ming couldn't have been 





wept up in the "rock "n' wrestling 

nection.” Wrestlers appeared on 
MTV. Rock stars crowded ringside at 
New York City’s Madison Square 
Garden, NBC was regularly broadcast 





ing the World Wrestling 


Night's Main Event, Jes 











kings and Ме in general. 
Win if you can,” he pontificated 
Lose if you must, but always cheat 


When Gorilla Monsoon called the 
am of the Honky Tonk Man and 





Greg “The Hammer” Valentine 
gomaniacs, in my book,” Ventura 
responded, “Well, Gorilla, your book 
retty thin.” Of the brawny Ultimate 


Warrior, Jesse ventured, "He has a mil- 





tion-dollar body... and a 10-cent brain. 
When we'd work on his column, 
I'd occasionally get to see the real Jesse 








Ventura told me that he privately 
the athletic skills of Tito. 





ilessly 





Santana, even though he merc 


ased the Mexican star on the air— 


m "Chic 








that he'd be better suited to selling 
tacos in Tijuana. He griped about 
the treatment of Vietnam veterans 


and predicted that... unlike so many 
others, who never knew when to say 
goodbye to the business... he'd have 
a vibrant future after wrestling. 

He was working on that future 
throughout his tenure in the 
World Wrestling Federation, using 
the exposure to promote himself outside 
the squared circle. In 1987, he appeared 
in two action films with friend Amold 
Schwarzenegger—The Running Man 
and Predator. In 1991, he was featured 
in Ricochet and Abraxas, Guardian of 
the Universe. In 1993, the year Jesse 


ө ишини 





left the World Wrestling Federation. he 
was scen in Demolition Man, and would 
land subsequent roles in Major League 
И (1994) and Batman & Robin (1997). 
From 1989 to 1991, he was a color 
commentator for Minnesota Vikings" 
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ games in 
the NFL. Recently, he had been а radio 
host on KFAN in Minneapolis. 

But Ventura caused the greatest com- 
motion as a politician, serving as mayor 
of suburban Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, 
from 1991 to 1995. He told interviewers 
that his wrestling background prepared 
him for this position, as politics and the 
mat wars were both dirty games. (He 
claimed politics was actually worse.) As 


‘Some may find it hard to believe that 
the superstar who once was one of the 
most colorful men in the squared 
circle found his way the Minnesota 
governor's seat! 


he waged war with antagonistic 
members of the City Council, Jesse 
took credit for cutting crime and 
refusing to raise taxes. 

In his bid for governor, Ventura 
ran on the Reform Party, appealing 
10 those fed up with both Democrats 
and Republicans. Campaigning in jeans 
and a Minnesota Timberwolves’ jacket 
and on at least one occasion in camou- 
Mage, Ventura played his opponents— 
Democrat Hubert Humphrey Ш and 
Republican Norm Coleman—the way 
he played Vince McMahon on Saturday 
Nights Main Event, treating them like 
buttoned-up straight men worthy of 
mockery. 

As a former wrestler, Ventura 
knew how to get an emotional 
response from the public. His campaign. 
song was a spoof of the Theme from 
Shaft. Me posed in gym shorts as 
the subject of Auguste Rodin's 
sculpture of “The Thinker” and shot 
a commercial of himself as an action 
figure, All the while he pushed issues 
many deem controversial—gay 
marriages. less strict gun laws and the 
possibility of legalized prostitution. 

He relished his outsider role, and 
the fact that he was drawing people 
who'd never felt motivated to vote 
before to the polls. In his victory 
speech, he boasted, "Let them say, "A 
vote for Jesse is a wasted vote. ГИ say, 
“We wasted them with wasted votes. 

As 1 listened, 1 could hear the 
Jesse Ventura of the mid-1980s offering 
his commentary to his co-host on World 
Wrestling Federation Superstars 
of Wrestling: “I'm impressed, Vince 
McMahon, and I don't impress easy.” ш 





Editor's Note: Keith Elliot Greenberg is the 
author of a forthcoming A&E biography on 
Jesse Ventura to be published by Lerner 
Publications this September. 


Austin pours 
Shane a cold one! 
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The Secret Service 
of the Federation... 


By Kevin Kelly 


n 





Possibly one of the strongest men working for 
the World Wrestling Federation is somebody the 
fans are never supposed to see. Covered in 
muscles, shrouded in long hair and tattoos, the 
man responsible for coordinating the safety of 
everybody at a World Wrestling Federation event 
is out of sight, but impossible to miss. 


His name is Jim Dotson. At first glance this veritable bull of а man looks like 
trouble, instead of the one who prevents it. | got the idea for this article by seeing 
him in action. Following a RAW taping, | was leaving the building at the same 
time as Mr. McMahon and his associates. Jim stopped a wall of people and 
parted them like Moses did that famous body of water. No incidents would 
befall the Chairman of the Board on this night. The Chairman of “Protective 
Services” was on the case. 





the World W 
ight, All th 











(Far left) On any Federation program- 
ming Jim Dotson can be spotted keeping 
the crowd in check. (Left) As imposing 
as most World Wresting Federation 
Superstars Dotson is always on the look- 
out for potential hazards in the arenas. 


тиштин & 














оп crowd-conttol issues, Dotson focuses 


his attention on the stars of the show 
The graduate of Middle 


State University 


Tennessee 
and former football 
player for the Moccasins looks like one 
of the men he's hited to protect 

Зо," 1 asked, 
sible for 


If you are respon 


protection," then why don't 


you get into the ring and break 





apart disputes involving Federation 
Superstars? 
Dotson replied, “It’s interesting 


that you ask me that because I cannot 





allow myself to become personally 
involved due to the fact that 1 have an 
entire arena to be concerned about 
[The F 
not my issues. I have to be very fair in 





ederation Superstars’) issues are 





what I do. Therefore, 1 stay very neutral 
with the person: 

That n 
when he h 





trality comes into play 








services for Vince McMahon in New 





York City's Times Square as well as 
for Stone Cold Steve Austin at the 
Billboard Music Awards. He can't 
afford to get involved. This reminds 


me of the Secret Service. Rarely seen. 





ways there. Dotson agreed, but he 








was quick to downplay his rol 
Dotson said he-now handles about 


90 percent of his confrontati 








bally. Occasionally a fan might 


f con 





rol and jump over the railing. f 
I's Dotson 
the fan until the polic 


With a blend of dis 


example job to restrain 





and a study of martial a 





based joint 
manipulation he handles adversity 
with minimal impact on the offender 
But it hasn't always been that way for 
the man who has spent 14 years in 
the field 


During the early days, 1 did have 











an ‘ego problem’.” Dotson 





explained. “I think that everyone fin 


this field] does, but you grow out of it 





and I don't have an ер 
Bei 


problem now 


g six feet and over 260 pounds, 





where Lam ch: 





verbally. If someone wants to call me 
something, I know they don't know m 
personally. But when I was working 
school 
ho 


ment, there was a time when I tried 


my way thro 








events that were in a hostile environ 








(Far left) As far as he's concerned, 
Dotson has no interest in “tangling with 
the tigers” of the Federation. (Left) Jim 
says he remains neutral with regard 
to personal issues of the superstars. 


satisfy my ego. But when you've been 





doing this as long as 1 have, you grow 





tof it 


It would be easy to mistake Dotson 





ғ a Federation Superstar, He gets 





tograph quite often. 
him and ask who he is. 
I'm Jim Dotson 


Fans run up & 
He proudly says. 
Protective Services 

For a man who had an ego which 


ot him into trouble when he was 





who he »e for the 





s and what he has d 





ast 14 years, He was a high school 
tar, played at MTSL 


armed his degree while worki 











playing ball. He does have a lot to be 





the man providing the protection would. 
want to emerge from the shadows and 
become one of the superstars he is paid. 
x? He has the look, th 


юрю 
backe 


Quickly he cut me off. 








Never 


1 have no interest in tangling with one 





of those tigers! 





1 asked the question again, but in 
al fashion, "W 


happen if you tangled with 





а hypothet would 





one of those 





ers, hypothetically’? 
Dotson pa 





sed... and responded 
‘Hypothetically?... They'll be provided 
with protective services. 

Time for the show 
‘ego 
1 wonder 


Interview over 
1 can't help but wonder if that 
problem" is completely gone 


if tbe adoring fans of Steve Austin or 





DX make Dotson yearn for the days 
when he was the star on the gridiron 
They say that once you get a taste 


of stardom you never forget what 





In the meantime, I feel very safe 
with Jim Dotson, Protective Services, 






the Adventure 
Steam at 


Hear in-depth їйї Рем with a different 
Federation superstar every day! 


< hours a day 

4 days aweek Jim Ross has ай the news and behind-the- 
JF per minute 

In Canada Трон посао wont you в 

1-900-561-9931 

$2.49 por minuto up diee 

Special French Canadian Report hear comments from the winners and losers 

with Ray Rougeau when you к. of the matches that take place! 

select Option 7 (Canada only) 

United Kingdom world wresulrig federation* li 

0894-70-90-70 

—— “Superstar line 

ito t por 


Do somethin’ with yourself!‏ ڪڪ 





thing standing оп-епа!!! — = = 
==: 











What carnage has 
been unleashed? 





In its place, the symbols from the book 


better known as Th 










football pr 
talent, the superstar entere 
and became the first black W 


Heavyweight Champion. Wh 








Nation of Domination—a faction 

















plateaued. In a Federation filled 
young and energetic talent, Faaroog 
might have | 

himself, What he 





areer, and time seen 
ands. How can it be 

Bradshaw has been transformed а 
well, but in a much different way. Ti 


was the one thing the Texan had plent 





of, but he was 





that he never 





tion, Bra 






shing a bullrope in 
ign of the Longhorn 
her. A bull only km 
thing. and that 









so bull-headed that he could 





the re reer doin 
And what would it have gotte 
him? Now, gone is everythin 


(Clockwise) The Acolytes have relent- 
lessly assaulted both the Hardy Boyz 
and Kalentai recently. Based on the 
symbols on their chests and their 
wrestling attire, it appears Faarooq and 
Bradshaw may be drawing some sort of 
‘unholy power from the Necromicon. 





so RAN MAGALI 











Үо, 
Remember... 


The Machines? 


In the 1980s, J 











mach 
and the W 





Id. Busi 





n particular 
Machine and "S 


to the United State 








st ишини 


Upon entering the Federation in 
August 1986, the Machines engaged in 
a bitter feud with Bobby Heenan and 
his proteges, King Kong Bundy (left) 
and Big John Studd (above). 


Machine for Andre and the “Super 
Machine for Eadi 
In the summer of 1986, then. 
lent Jack Tunn 
uspended Andre for failing to apr 








for a match against Studd and Bundy 





Heenan was elated, hat he had 





finally rid the ranks of the Frenchman 
At the time the Federation had a work 
cement with the New J 

















Machin whether he was in fa 
Andre, the superstar denied the accu: 
ation, which infuriated Heenan. “H 
Japanese than I am." the 

ana ked in various interviews. 
Ironically, the "Super" Machine sub. 
u did most of the talkin 

for the tani hide Andre's thick 
accent. Supplying a forged background 


to back up their claims, the Machine 





products of Tokyo 
University, and individually hailed 
rom Sapporo and a litle known island 
territory of Fu Yu Tu, Japan. 
Despite Heenan's objection: 
h top the Machine 
npeting in the World Wrestling 
































Federation ranks. Unless it cou ind bruised 1 ents in 
be proven that Andre and Eadie were | spite of Bundy and Studd's attempt 
under the sil ck mask К the Giant Machine a 

the president could take no action. | opportu 

The Machines and their manager, | Within a few months, the Mi 
Captain Lou Albano (who was ironi- | had b favorite tanden 

cally Andre's former manager), quickly | Federation heir popu 
took aim at Bundy and Studd, ch s and М 
lenging them to а series of matches | at infuriating Н his troops. 
across the United States. Later the | Soor " mped 

Big” Machine—who was actually Jack | Machine bandwagon hop ١ 
Mulligan, former member of t The “Hulk” М 
Federation Tag Team titlists the | several appearances with the originals 
Blackjacks—would join the fold. In | along with the "Rowdy" Machin 
ome instances, Heenan attemp ам n 
mock the Machines by having Bundy | their point to Heenan and after the Hall 
and Studd appear wearing paper bags | of Famer's su 





s no use. Andre, | trio cast aside the 


Eadie and Mi 





Demolition with “Smash 
Dar nd M 


he World Wrestling Federation 


hampionship at WrestleMania Ш. 
ually winning the gold in 1988. 
4 the championship duo of 


Barry 





igan later bowed out 
the spotlight 
Japan may have exported the de 


= Machine 





to the United States. 





t Andre and Eadie proved that 
thing could top the original 
١ ide models! ш 


(Above) Despite their efforts to unmask 
the “Giant” Machine, Studd and Bundy 
could never topple the supposed 
Japanese imports. (Right) The Machines, 
Andre, Eadie and Mulligan, eventually 
went their separate ways. 
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THE BELT CHANGED HANDS 
Champion Sycho Sid vs. Challenger the Undertaker | \ 
WrestleMania 13. Mi * 
















attack on Нап, the 





nized his first opp 
The Phenom 
ting all over Si 











(Left to right) In this battle of two of the 
biggest monsters in the Federation, 
Sycho Sid attempted to match power 
with the challenger through a series of 
clotheslines and legdrops. The Man 
from the Dark Side refused to submit, 
however, and answered with an assault 


of his own. 








er. Sid threw his opponent 
ош of the ring. Just as he has done in 
the past, though, the Undertaker flipped 


onto his 





‘out over the top rope and 
feet! When both behemo 
outside, Sid got vicious. He slammed 
the Undertaker over a table before drop- 
pin 

guardrail surrounding the ring area 






him neck-first across the steel 


Eventually the official convinced the 





superstars to continue their battle in 
ring. Inside the ropes, Sid remained in 
control of the match, but not for long 
The Undertaker was able to shift the 


momentum by landing а numb 





of 
crushing right hands to Sid's abdominal 
region and then he elected to move the 


The two 


iwl to the outside of the ring. 








blows be 
strength w 





the fans trading 
the Undertaker's superior 
» out. Soon remembering 












that there was no way he could become 
the next champion on the outside of the. 
squared circle, the Phenom forced his. 





opponent back in 
Sid was able to duck one of the 
Undertaker's intimidating clotheslines 





and hit one of his own. The champion. 
continued his assault, but 
0 


perhaps 





lishly —decided 





incorporate an 














toire. Although he was able to hit with a 
number of double ax-handles from the 
middle rope, Sid could not keep the 
Undertaker down for long. Somehow 
the champion was even able to reverse a 


Tombstone so that the Undertaker was 
оп the business end, but Sid could not 


keep the det er on 





mined challeng 
the mat fo 
Sid then 





th 





«count 
1 greedy and tried to 






connect with one more shot off the. 


top rope, but this time the challenger 





was able to counter the attack and 
send the champion down to 0 
instead, 





Showing the champion 
who the more agile of the two was, 
the Undertaker climbed the ropes 
and nailed Sid with a flyin 
Continuing his “what about me 
n, Bret Hart returned to the 
ringside area and once again drew 





clothesline, 








campai 


the attention of Sid. 
thought Sid would have learned 


You'd have 


п his mistake after the first time, 
but the champion turned his back on. 
the Undertaker and paid for it dearly 


once more. The challe 





ger picked 
up his opponent as if he was a small. 
child and rammed his back into the 
stcel ring posts. 

Hart refused to leave and jumped 
up on the ring apron once Sid and 
the Undertaker were back in the ring 
You'd have thought Sid would have 
learned from his mistake after the 
d 
aker and paid 
for it dearly once more. Hart hit Sid 
with а neckbreaker and the challenger 


first two times, but the ch 








his back on the Und. 





capitalized on it immediately. 
The Undertaker grabbed Sid and 
set him up for the Tombstone 





After connecting with his devastating 
finishing move, the Phenom easily 
pinned the champion and claimed 
the top prize in the World Wrestling 
Federation for the second time in 


his illustrious career. @ 


(Left) Prior to the championship bout, 
former titleholder Bret Hart earned a 
Powerbomb from Sid. (Right) The 
Undertaker earned the title victory 
with a Tombstone Piledriver to Sid, 
thanks to Hart's interference! 














оп an October 1998 RAW, it marked the first time the title had been contested since former 

champion Alundra Blayze abandoned the gold in 1995. The following month at the Survivor 

Series: “Deadly Game” tournament, the femme fatale returned the favor—and subsequently 
created a newfound following and enthusiasm for the future of the division. Back in 1984, another 
young and gifted female athlete named Wendi Richter rejuvenated the women's ranks, defeating 
longtime titleholder the Fabulous Moolah in the culmination of "Rock 'n' Wrestling" which was broad- 
cast live on MTV. Which one of these two decorated Federation Women's Champions would claim 
victory against the other? It's a match made for the arena of Fantasy Warfare! 


м Г hen Jacqueline defeated Sable for the World Wrestling Federation Women's Championship 
IN 
uu 
W 





A student of kickboxing and the martial arts, the beauty 





can take out a foe with one shot to the chest or h 
herself to becoming a full-time com- | if necessary. And the Sable of 1999 is much different 
batant, Sable's wrestling prowess has increased 10-fold. | from the one who first entered the Federation in 1996, Toda 





Also, she keeps herself in top form—often training | she is strong. outspoken, confident and not afraid to 





| harder than many of her male counterparts on the road! | challenge authority 





€ ции 





WEAKNESSES: 

Because Sable has only been 
actively competing since last 
October, she lacks much of the ring 
veteranship of superstars Jacquelin 


and Luna—who have been battling 





inside the squared circle for much 
f their lives. 


KEY WINS: 
Sable's first in-ring venture cam 
at WrestleMania XIV, when 


she teamed with her former 





love interest, “Marvelous” Mare 
Mero, 10 defeat Goldust and 
Luna, That night, the blonde 
beauty pinned her foe following 
her wildly popular Sable Bomb. 
At SummerSlam: "Highway To 
Hell”, Sable sided with Ed 


10 down Mero and Jacqueline 








lectrifying the Madison Square 
Garden crowd with a Sablecanran: 
in the process. Her most recent 





nplishment came at the 1998 
Survivor Series: "Deadly Game 
tournament when Sable upset 
Jacqueline for the women's 


championship reign 


KEY LOSSES: 

At last April's “Unforgiven’ 
Pay-Per-View, Luna beat Sable 
in the first Evening Gown Match. 
One month later at "Over The Ed 


the femme fatale would suffer а 





devastating loss 10 Mero, who duped 
his former love interest and sent her packing out of ihe World | (Left) Sable keeps herself in top physical condition—here 
Wrestling Federation, Due to her overwhelming financial | tossing Jacqueline—and is a student of the martial arts. 
value to his company, however, Mr. McMahon rehired her. | (Above) Wendi Richter excelled at brawling, a talent she 
Then at July's "Fully Loaded" Sable seemingly won her | leamed growing up in Texas. 

Bikini M fied by Mr 

McMahon for her choice of attire, or lack thereof Garden erupted. When she р 
th 











ich with Jacqueline, only to be disqua 





ted Jacqueline prone with 
Sable Bomb at the Survivor Series “Deadly Game 






FINISHER: 

As stated, the champion's Sable Bomb and Sablecanrana- 
her versions of the Powerbomb and Hurricanrana—have | STRATEGY: 
become two of the more popular and deva: 
in the Federation. When Sable hit “Marvelous” with | Richter. Thanks to the beauty's physical conditionin 


the Sablecanrana at last year's SummerSlam, Madiso Rich 


ататеп, it eamed her the women’s title 








ing finishers | Sable would be wise to take the fight straight to Wendi 











she would дата 





Squ and prowess in kickbox 





unn im и 


De — 


with an offense the former champion rarely faced. If Sable 
сап fend off her foe's rugged assault, she would most likely 
finish Richter off with either the Sable Bomb or Sablecanrana. 


Wendi Richter 
STRENGTHS: 

Wendi Richter was a female competitor who rivaled 
the toughness of her male cou 





еграп» in her heyday. 





| In addition to her grappling skills, the former superstar 


excelled at pounding her opponents with brawling tactics 


to gain the upper hand. Wendi grew up in the rough and tum- 





ble world of west Texas and found an outlet for 








rock atic personality 





mpetitions. And despite her charis 
| outside the ring. the superstar turned cold and dominating 
ble 


as she was able to outmaneuver more ground-based 





4 was also a valu 





When it was time for battle, Her spe 


competitors such as the Fabulous Moolah and Leilani Kai. 


WEAKNESSES: 

Because of her lack of size and muscle, Richter was unable to 
absorb tremendous amounts of punishment. If opponents 
were able to 


had the best cl 





pund her and keep her speed contained, they 





KEY WINS: 
In the summer of 1984, pop rocker Cyndi Lauper challenged 
Captain Lou Albano to have his protege. the Fabulous 





Moolah, defend her women's inst Richter. The bout. 


which aired to a national audience on MTV and ushered in 
the era of Rock ^n" Wrestling, saw Richter bes 


ing Moolah 








he championship to Kai the 





following February, Richter regained the ttle at the inaugural 
WrestleMania in New York City’s Madison Square Garden 
‘on March 31, 1985, 








KEY LOSSES: 

As stated, Richter lost her first title to Kai—then managed 
by Moolah—in early 1985. The female superstar's second 
and final reign came to an end that November, as Moolah— 
defeated her rival 
for her fourth Federation Women's Championship. After 








under the guise of the "Spider Lady 
the bout, Moolah unmasked to reveal her true identity, а 


blow Richter was unable to recover from. 


dn't use any one particular hold to finish off 
relied 


urries of stinging dropkicks and clotheslines. What she 


Rather sh: 





п punishing her advers 





did excel at was countering holds. A classic example of 
slah during their 1984 n 


Garden. While Moolah had the challenger 


this was when she beat M ich 
in M. 


seemingly be 








ison Square 


'aten with a full nel 





feet on the bottom rope and launched herself a 


champion hackwards-— resulting in a pin Moolah wasn't able 


to escape from. 


STRATEGY: 
In thei Richter 


grapplers 


heyday 
and other femal 





were not accustomed 10 
defending against the 
powerful maneuvers 
employed by the modern 
women's division. In order 


to avoid Sable's offense 





ichter should simply 


try to out-fight her o 





po- 
nent. However, the femme 


fatale has faced such a 





strategy from Luna in the 
past and eventually rose to the occasion, Richter was 





wrestling phenomenon during the 80s, but today's female 


combatants are stronger and more technically sound 








Richter may succeed in damaging her “Fantasy Warfare” foe, 





but even the former women's champion wouldn't be able to 


endure the bout once Sable dropped the Bomb on her! @ 


(Left to right) in her heyday, Richter's biggest weakness was 
her lack of size and muscle. Stronger opponents, such as 
Fabulous Moolah, could wear her down. Sable today isn't 
afraid to battle male counterparts such as Goldust or Marc 
Mero if necessary! 
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Pool Cues 


With An Attitude 


e it i mene The Official WE Pool Cue handcrafted to the 
exacting specifications of three-time world billiard 
champion Steve “The Miz” Mizerak. 

Cheese rom Tree On tageoas Designs 


Features:‏ سوفاد 


Seve hust č иеме 
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Sleek Sure ^ Design 












58" Canadian Hardwood 
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First 500 Orders Receive Free 
Pool the Masters Way 
an Instructional Video by Steve Mizerak. 
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= 1-800-270-2677 


Steve Mizerak Inc. 
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A double VHS home video - a bombastic behind-the-scenes documentary 
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